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This booklet and the options process are 
designed to make this time less worrying 
for you and your parents/carers. We will all 
help you to start making decisions about 
your learning and to choose subjects that 
suit your aspirations, skills and needs.
 
Please use all the information available to 
you: this booklet; advice from Heads of 
Department: Subject Teachers; your Form 
Tutor, Careers Advisor, Mrs Moore and 
your parents. All of these people know you 
and will do their very best to help you. You 
will have the opportunity, during our 
Options Evening, to find out as much 
information as you can about the subjects 
you are most interested in. I would 

Options time is an exciting and vitally important time in your education, 
as it is now that you get to choose some of the subjects that you will 
study for the next two years. We know that it can be an anxious time 
because there are a lot of questions that you might have: Which subject 
is right for me? What if I don’t know what I want to do? Please rest 
assured that we will help you to make the best informed choices about 
your future and the subjects that are right for you. 

suggest that you discuss this with your 
parents / carers before attending your 
scheduled meeting with one of our Senior 
Teachers. At this meeting you will have the 
chance to explore all of the information we 
have relevant to your preferred options, 
before making your final choices.   

I have every faith, that by continuing to 
work together, you will make the best 
choices that will see you succeed over the 
next two years. I look forward to seeing 
you all achieve your full potential. 

MR. JO MCCOLGAN
PRINCIPAL

PRINCIPAL’S 
WELCOME
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Moving from one Key Stage to the next is an important step in 
a young person’s life and making the right decisions is vital so 
that the next stage is both valuable and enjoyable for them.  

The transition from Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4 presents 
challenges and opportunities for our boys.  As our pupils move 
from one year to another they will be presented with different 
subjects and types of assessments which all lead to different 
pathways.  The importance of good results, at each Key Stage, 
cannot be over emphasised, especially when considering we 
are preparing our pupils for the very competitive world of 
further / higher education and employment.  In order to help 
our pupils, we make every effort to provide them with the most 
relevant courses for them which will ultimately help guide them 
towards their goals.  Our curriculum is vital if we are to make 
sure that our pupils are provided with the best opportunities to 
take their place in the learning and employment community in 
Northern Ireland.

Please read through this booklet in detail and if you require any 
further information please do not hesitate to contact myself, 
Mrs. Caroline Moore – Core Senior Leader for Curriculum 
Careers & Pathways, or, Mr. Colin McKnight – Assistant Vice 
Principal for Curriculum.   

I hope you find this booklet useful as you assist your son make 
choices on his career pathway.  We wish him every success on 
the next stage of his journey in Ashfield.  

Mrs. Caroline Moore

MRS. CAROLINE MOORE
CORE SENIOR LEADER – 
CURRICULUM: CAREERS, 
OPTIONS & PATHWAYS
HEAD OF BUSINESS STUDIES

Watching young people develop and grow is the most exciting part of teaching and 
the developments in our curriculum have given our boys so many opportunities which 
is so very exciting for them.  Teaching in Ashfield for over 20 years has been the most 
rewarding time, helping our boys develop their personalities and further their education 
and careers has been a pleasure.  The changing career possibilities in NI have been 
mirrored by the growth of subject choice in our school, offering boys different career 
pathways to follow.  We are all motivated by relevance and we seek to make everything 
we do in Ashfield relevant for our boys.

'Your aspirations are your possibilities'

Samuel Johnston

KEY STAGE 3 TO KEY 
STAGE 4:
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This booklet provides details of the courses 
which are offered in Ashfield Boys’ High School 
to Year 11 and 12 pupils.  It contains outlines 
of examination and non-examination subjects 
and guidance to help students choose the 
optional part of their studies. 

GENERAL 
INFORMATION: 

CURRICULUM PLAN FOR 
GCSE / LEVEL 2 STUDIES:

Year 11 and 12

5 Core subjects + 4 Optional 
Subjects + 3 Non-exam subjects

5 CORE SUBJECTS

(English, Maths, ICT, 
Science, LLW/PAL) 

4 
OPTIONAL 
SUBJECTS

RE

PHYSICAL FITNESS / 
GAMES

CAREERS

Year 10 is the final year of Key Stage 3 in the 
Northern Ireland Curriculum and pupils will 
embark on a new chapter of their education.  
This is an important part of the learning 
process and will form the foundations for the 
pupil’s career pathway post-16.  The process 
begins with development of decision making 
skills in Careers and Employability in Key 
Stage 3.  Pupils take part in an audit and 
subject mapping to assist them with their 
option choices.  On Options Evening both 

pupils and parents have an opportunity to 
find out about the different subjects offered 
with detailed guidance on each subject 
available.  Interviews take place with Senior 
Teachers which enable parents and pupils to 
discuss the pupil’s options in more detail and 
help both make informed decisions based on 
our data on each pupil.  Pupils and parents 
are informed if any changes are necessary 
and final choices are confirmed by letter in 
the summer term.

Each pupil will study a 
core set of subjects 
plus optional subjects 
which they will choose.  
They will study 8 
subjects leading to 
GCSE / Level 2 
qualifications.
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Core Subjects Level

1.  English Language GCSE/Level 2

2.  Mathematics GCSE/Level 2

3. ICT BTEC/Level 2

4. Science GCSE/BTEC/Level 2

5.  Learning for Life and 
Work/Preparation for 
Adult Life

GCSE/Level 2

CORE 
SUBJECTS:

OPTIONAL 
SUBJECTS:

All pupils must study the core 
subjects listed below:

Pupils will be asked to choose  
4 subjects from the following.

*In some subjects our pupils 
will be offered places based 
upon diagnostic data (PTE / 
PTM / CAT/ PASS) and also the 
pupil’s performance in class 
including their end of year 
exams in Years 8, 9 & 10.  If 
classes are oversubscribed, in 
any subject, a rank order will 
be applied in these subjects.

Subjects may be added or 
withdrawn depending on pupil 
demand and/or resources.

Optional  Subjects

1. Art & Design*

2. Business

3. Double Award Science*

4. Engineering

5. English Literature*

6. Further Mathematics*

7. Geography

8. Government & Politics

9. History*

10. Hospitality

11. Moving Image Arts

12. Music*

13. Religious Studies

14. Spanish*

15. Sport Studies

16. Environment & Society
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☑  Do your research by finding out as much 
as you can from the subject teacher.  
Listen to information you receive.  Find 
out what is covered in the subject?  Is the 
course practical or will it be more theory 
based?  What percentage of your final 
grade is coursework / controlled 
assessment?  How much weighting is 
placed on passing examinations?

☑  Think about subjects you enjoy, what are 
your strengths?  Are there parts of these 
subjects that you are particularly good at?  
Is the subject going to be interesting  
to you?

☑  Also think about subjects which are new, 
would you enjoy these subjects?

☑  Look at your Personal Career Plan, what 
careers are you thinking of?  Some 
careers and jobs will need certain 

PUPIL GUIDANCE ON 
GCSE / LEVEL 2 CHOICES:

ADVICE ON SELECTING 
SUBJECTS:

Choosing the subjects which you will study in the next 2 years is vitally important.  
Remember you need to think through your plan, listen to the advice you are given 
and then make a decision on the subjects to study.

subjects at GCSE / Level 2, others 
may list it as helpful.  Find out 
information from Mrs C Moore, Head 
of Careers, if you are in doubt.  

☑  Do ask as many questions as possible 
- ask your teachers, family and others.

☑  Try to avoid choosing subjects as a 
way of staying with your friends.

☑  Subjects are based on your free 
choice so think carefully before you 
make your decision.  

☑  Use Fronter at home to access 
information on the school  
Careers area. Also use use  
www.investigatecareers.com and 
www.nidirect.gov.uk; other internet 
resources are listed on our website to 
help you make your decision.

“It’s been fantastic watching the portfolio of subjects offered in 
Ashfield Boys’ High School grow over recent years.  Not just at 
GCSE/Level 2, but as our 6th form continues to grow, the vast 
majority of our boys are making their school journey an 11-18 
experience.  Seeing the introduction of subjects like A-Level 
English, Moving Image Arts, BTEC Engineering and personally, 
having the opportunity to teach A-Level Mathematics, mean 
exciting times and opportunities for our boys.”

MR. COLIN MCKNIGHT
ASSISTANT VICE PRINCIPAL
CURRICULUM: QUALITY ASSURANCE:  
TIME-TABLE & CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT
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ADVICE FOR 
PARENTS:

☑  Talk with your son about his careers 
ideas and his plans for the future.

☑  Research the different careers 
pathways and progression routes for 
different subjects.

☑  Read through the Options Booklet(s) 
about your son’s subject choices and 
make sure that you will attend Options 
Evening to hear about the options 
available and talk to staff.

☑  Talk to your son about his interests, 
subjects he enjoys or what he might 
like to learn more about.  Use your 
last school report to help you. 

☑  Ask your son about the information he 
found out in the Careers Mapping 
session.  Also discuss his Personal 
Career Plan ideas with him.  If your 
son requires more guidance, contact 
the Head of Careers, Mrs. C Moore, 
for a careers interview in school.

☑  Encourage your son to think of the 
subjects he might need in the future.  
Do not get worried if your son has 
only a few ideas at this stage as 
employers do like to see a broad 
range of GCSEs / Level 2.

☑  Pupils often change their minds when 
it is too late. Openly discussing 
choices with the Form Teacher, 
Careers Teacher and the Subject 
Teacher is the only way to avoid this. 

☑  Pupils will often make mistakes such 
as choosing a subject because 
someone they have known took the 
subject or their friends are choosing 
the subject.  Please talk this through 
so your son is making his choice 
based on what he is going to be best 
at and what he might require for his 
future.

☑  Check the assessment methods for 
each subject with your son and make 
sure he chooses the course which will 
suit his learning style.

☑  Use www.investigatecareers.com 
and www.nidirect.gov.uk and other 
internet resources to look at the range 
of careers and further education 
courses open to them at the end of 
Year 12 in order to discover what 
entry qualifications are required for 
further courses. 

☑  Finally, remember that activities or 
clubs outside normal class time are 
also very important. Your son should 
realise that when they are interviewed 
later for University or a job, they will 
be asked about their interests and 
pastimes. There is an excellent range 
of these available in school and they 
help pupils to develop as many 
different skills as possible. Pupils in 
the past have even found career 
interests through such activities.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF STEM - 
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ICT:

Science at GCSE / Level 2 is essential for many courses at Higher Education and specific careers and so is a core subject in 
Ashfield Boys’ High School.  The following is a brief guide to some of the most popular areas and courses which students will 
study or be employed in but you must always check with the course providers to get the most up-to-date information. 

Course Entry Requirements
NURSING NURSING This normally requires a grade C or above in GCSE Science, normally Double Award, in addition to the 

normal entry requirements. Higher grades may be given preference at further shortlisting stages.  

TEACHING (teaching Primary or Secondary) You will need a degree and A levels in mostly curriculum subjects so your option 
choices should reflect this. If you are intending to be a primary teacher, then you should demonstrate a breadth 
of study. If aiming to be a secondary teacher, then you should choose the subject you would like to teach. 

HEALTH SCIENCES Normally requires at least 1 A Level in Science; you will need to check the university requirements to make sure if 
you require Double or Single Award Science.  

ENGINEERING Most degree courses in Engineering require A Levels in Engineering, Mathematics or Physics as entry 
requirements. Other useful subjects include Design and Technology, Business Studies and Chemistry. 
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BUSINESS/FINANCE Most courses will give preference to students with a business or financial background.  This is a very wide  
subject area and you should always check with the university, provider or employer.

JOURNALISM Hugely competitive and jobs are achieved more by who you know than what you know. Best route in is with a degree 
from a top university followed by professional qualifications thereafter which is slightly better than a degree in Journalism 
from another university. English Literature at A Level is almost a must. Should do a balance including Double Science, 
MFL at least one Humanities. Media Studies should be considered and will be of interest.

ELECTRICIAN/PLUMBER English and Mathematics are essential with normally 3 other subjects however this can be subject to change; 
always check with the FE Colleges and other providers.

ARMED FORCES An officer rank will need at least A levels and probably a degree. PE/Sport may be useful but is not absolutely 
essential. Other ranks should have a range of relevant qualifications depending on regiment and PE/Sport should 
be considered. Communications, REME etc will require a Science and MFL is recommended for some specific 
areas (ability to learn a new language is a skill needed for operations in foreign countries).

PHYSIOTHERAPIST/

PERSONAL TRAINER/

FITNESS COACH:

This is a competitive area. Many courses request either or both Sport and/or Science – discuss this with your 
Careers teacher and PE staff about BTEC Sport. 

HOSPITALITY AND 
CATERING

Practical catering courses and employment will often give preference to pupils with qualifications in these areas. 
E.g. Patisserie and Cuisine; Hospitality.
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SOME WEBSITES YOU 
MIGHT FIND USEFUL:

Careers Examination Boards Local Universities

www.careersbox.co.uk www.ccea.org.uk www.qub.ac.uk

www.futuremorph.org www.aqa.org.uk www.ulster.ac.uk

www.nidirect.gov.uk/careers www.wjec.co.uk www.ucas.com 

www.prospects.ac.uk www.pearson.com 

www.targetcareers.co.uk
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Tel: 028 9065 6812
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